“BUY ANET, SAVE A LIFE”

KENYA MOSQUITO NET PROJECT
BLESSED TERESA OF CALCUTTA PARISH

e The program was begun by Ken and Carol Fabrizio, parishioners at Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
parish in Woodinville, through a friendship with Sister Teresa Benedicta, a Carmelite sister at St.
Joseph’s Monastery in Shoreline, who is from a village in Kenya.

e Sister’s original parish in Kenya, Christ the King, is a very poor parish with many needs. We met
Father Christopher Wanyonyi, pastor of Christ the King, when he came to the Puget Sound area
to thank Father Jim Dalton and the parishioners of Immaculate Conception in Arlington for
providing fresh water wells to his parish.

e Christ the King is a large, very impoverished parish of 53,000 souls who have their spiritual needs
provided by only two priests.

e After discussing with Father Christopher what his parish’s various needs were we decided we
were going to start a program to buy mosquito nets treated with an insecticide that is safe to
humans to protect his parishioners from malaria, the primary cause of illness among his
parishioners. That was the beginning of the “Buy a Net, Save a Life” program.

e  Father Scott Connolly, our pastor at Blessed Teresa of Calcutta at the time, was enthusiastic and
very supportive of the project as is Father Frank Schuster, our current pastor.

e The original goal of buying 8,000 mosquito nets at $5.00 each was achieved. Since three people
(one adult and two children) typically sleep under one net this means that 24,000 people or the
roughly one-half of this large parish who did not already have nets and were too poor to buy
them were able to be protected.

e One key to the success of the program has been the ability for donors to have a direct impact
with a minimal donation. Since the cost of these nets is only $5.00, if we all forego a couple of
latte’s a week or maybe a dinner out or a car wash we can help these people avoid the scourge of

malaria.

e Another benefit is that there are no administrative costs to this program. Every penny
contributed goes directly to the purchase of these mosquito nets.

e Athird benefit is that donors know where their contribution is going. So many times when we

contribute money we don’t know for sure how it is being used. With “Buy A Net, Save A Life” we
do.

e  With the cost being so low another wonderful benefit of the project is that the whole family gets
to be involved. It has been a joy to hear of kids in the parish contributing their allowance,
families talking about it at the dinner table, families praying about it in the evening and family
members giving up small luxuries to make the donation.



As word has spread through emails and people talking with people donations have come in by
way of checks and cash and heart rending stories have been the result. For example:

There were was the little boy and his sister who went through their house and even their parents
cars, collected $27.00 in coins and called us personally to tell us the good news.

Then there was the supermarket cashier who reached into her purse and handed a donation to a
parishioner who had just bought groceries.

One parishioner collected $185 from her co-office workers.

The project received a large boost when a couple in Blessed Teresa of Calcutta parish agreed to
MATCH DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR ALL GIFTS TO THE PROJECT UP TO A TOTAL OF $20,000.

Malaria facts:
o 80% of all malaria victims live in sub-saharan Africa including Kenya.
o 70% of all victims are children

o Malaria victims in third world countries many times are left with serious mental and
medical issues — A Life Sentence

o One child dies from malaria in Africa every 30 seconds

o The economic costs to countries like Kenya due to treating individuals and lost
productivity is significant

o For the most part current vaccines are ineffective because malaria is a disease that
mutates itself rapidly.

o Treated mosquito nets are effective because malaria carrying mosquitos only feed (bite)
at night.

o These treated nets are so effective because they create an aura around the bed such
that mosquitos typically do not even reach the sleeper.

MALARIA IS A VERY PREVENTABLE DISEASE. -Treated mosquito nets reduce malaria incidents by
50% and more

This is a wonderful way for us to act out the social teachings of the Catholic church and the
Gospel message of service.

The original mosquito nets have reached their lifespan and need to be replaced as well as
additional ones provided.

Donations can be sent to (please make checks out to Blessed Teresa of Calcutta/Mosquito Net
Project):

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Parish

Kenya Mosquito Net Replacement Project
P.O. Box 1802

Woodinville, Washington 98072



